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Agenda Item # 10.2

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend approval of a Resolution approvmg the 2025-2026 
Legislative Program for the Lake County Forest Preserve District. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED: Organizational Sustainability; Leadership 

FINANCIAL DATA: There is no immediate financial impact. Achieving the legislative objectives 
and initiatives will position the District to explore a potential increase in operational funding, assist 
in protecting the District from the potential adverse financial impact of legislative changes, and 

assist in soliciting state and federal grant funding. 

BACKGROUND: Approval of a Legislative Program by the Legislative Committee and Board of 
Commissioners allows the District to proactively address state and federal legislative issues. 
General objectives and specific issues in the Program provide guidance to the District's Legislative 
Committee, President, Executive Director, and legislative consultant in addressing legislative 
opportunities and threats as they arise during the legislative session. 

General state and federal legislative objectives are identified on the Program attached to the 
Resolution. 

State legislative initiatives for 2025-2026 include: 

• Protect the District's statutory authority.

• Prevent new, and reduce existing, unfunded mandates.

• Limit exposure to additional liability or legal costs and ensure funds authorized by the Tort
Immunity Act are able to be used appropriately.

• Ensure continued financial integrity of the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF).

• Maintain or enhance current grant funding sources.

• Oppose sweeps of dedicated accounts, especially the Open Space Land Acquisition and
Development (OSLAD) Grant Fund.

• Advocate for adequate and consistent funding of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR).

• Investigate a potential amendment to the Downstate Forest Preserve Act, such as an increase in
the maximum allowable tax rates or a new levy authority, which would enable the District to
request voter approval of additional operating funding.
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