LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT

NATURAL RESOURCE CREW CHIEF
The Natural Resource Crew Chief performs work in land management and restoration, wildlife management, and other natural resource management functions.  Completes assignments including tree clearing, reforestation, exotic species removal, prescribed burns, seeding, and river clearing.  This individual reports to the Superintendent of Natural Resource Operations and supervises the Natural Resources Crew. May coordinate division work in absence of Superintendent.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

1.
Supervises crew to ensure work is completed on schedule and in a safe and orderly manner.

2.
Schedules projects, estimates jobs, and requisitions supplies.

3.
Uses engineering documents or instructions to plant and transplant trees, shrubs, wildflowers, and prairie, may perform grading and seeding.

4.
Uses drawings and sketches to prepare sites for tree and brush clearing, transplanting, prairie seeding and burning.
5.
Applies herbicides, pesticides, and implements prescribed burns as necessary to manage flora and fauna.
6.
Operates dump trucks, tractors, forestry mower, seeder, tree planter, chain saw, brush hog, and other resource management equipment.

7.
Drives a motorized vehicle to travel to different locations.

8.
Performs tasks that will require walking, bending, stooping, standing, kneeling, climbing, reaching and sitting. 

9.
Performs heavy lifting tasks up to 75 pounds.

MARGINAL FUNCTIONS

1.
Assists forestry and landscape crews with construction projects.

2.
Removes blockages from waterways.

3.
Performs minor carpentry and plumbing; assists other tradesmen and skilled labor with various construction and repair projects.

4.
May perform snow removal duties. 

5.
Provides field assistance for the District’s Deer Management program.

QUALIFICATIONS

1.
Associate’s Degree in Natural Resource Management, Forestry, Horticulture or a related field.

2.
Four years experience in park or resource management .
3.
Working knowledge of methods, practices, tools, and materials used, and the ability to operate the necessary equipment in natural resource management.

4.
Ability to work from engineering documents, sketches, blueprints, and written and oral instructions.
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5.
Knowledge of hazards and safety precautions pertaining to natural resource management.
6.
Ability to obtain arborist certification through the International Society of Arboriculture.

7.
Ability to obtain an Illinois Pesticide Applicators license.

8.
Ability to obtain a valid "CDL" Class A driver's license.

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Must have the ability to work around general population in public areas and deal with people under stressful situations. 

2. Must be able to manage multiple tasks simultaneously.

3. Must provide team leadership.

PHYSIOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1.
Ability to climb, bend, stoop, reach, walk, sit, kneel, or stand for long periods of time.

2.
Ability to drive a motorized vehicle.

3.
Ability to do heavy lifting up to 75 pounds.

COGNITIVE CONSIDERATIONS

1. Ability to communicate effectively orally and in writing. 

2. Must possess excellent interpersonal skills to establish and maintain effective working relations with all levels of employees, and the general public. 

3.
Ability to follow written and oral instructions.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

1.
Frequent exposure to inclement weather, extreme heat, cold, and rain. 

2.
Frequent hazardous working conditions on project sites. 

3.
Frequent exposure to chemicals, herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers. 

4.
Protective equipment must be worn when applicable. 

The above is intended to describe the general content of and requirements for the performance of this job.  It is not to be construed as an exhaustive statement of duties, responsibilities or requirements.

