
DATE: March 6, 2017 

TO: Carol Calabresa, Chair 

Planning Committee 

FROM: Randall L. Seebach 

Director of Planning and Land Preservation 

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of a Resolution authorizing a Second 

Amendment to a Recreational Lease Agreement with Commonwealth Edison (“ComEd”) to 

permit the District to construct, operate, and maintain a multi-use public trail on the ComEd 

right-of-way as a part of a regional trail system linking Lyons Woods and Waukegan Savanna 

Forest Preserves. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTION SUPPORTED:  Public Access and Connections 

FINANCIAL DATA:  There is no financial impact 

BACKGROUND:  In 2009, the District and ComEd entered into a Recreational Lease Agreement 

(“Lease”), under which the District leased portions of ComEd property located to the north of Lyons 

Woods for the purpose of constructing, operating, and maintaining a trail.   

In 2010, the Board approved a Conceptual Master Plan for Waukegan Savanna Forest Preserve that 

identified a key trail connection linking together two regional trails, three Forest Preserves, two parks 

and large residential areas in Beach Park and Waukegan. This proposed connection will stretch 6.9-

miles from the Robert McClory Bike Path at Lyons Woods through Waukegan Savanna to the Des 

Plaines River Trail at Sedge Meadow Forest Preserve. The District’s engineering consultant, Gewalt 

Hamilton and Associates (GHA), determined that a portion of the ComEd right-of-way and 

Waukegan’s Bevier and Henry Pfau Callahan parks was suitable for a multi-use public trail corridor.  

In 2015, ComEd amended the Lease to include the relevant right-of-way for the planned addition to 

the trail.     

The trail design information submitted by the District for the 2015 amendment did not specify the use 

of boardwalks, but ComEd determined that a reduction in the District’s planned grading and the 

installation of boardwalks were necessary to avoid the need for compensatory storage and reduce 

wetland impacts.  Since the 2015 amendment did not specifically identify the use of boardwalks, 

ComEd has prepared a second amendment to the recreational lease agreement to provide for the 

installation of boardwalks.  ComEd was cognizant of the bidding and construction schedule and 

actively cooperated with the District.  

REVIEW BY OTHERS:  Executive Director, Chief Operations Officer, Director of Planning 

and Land Preservation, Corporate Counsel. 



 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS)  

                                                  ) SS 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR MARCH MEETING 

MARCH 14, 2017 

 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your PLANNING COMMITTEE presents herewith “A Resolution Approving the Second 

Amendment to a Recreational Lease Agreement with Commonwealth Edison,” and requests its 

approval. 

 

 
  

PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

 

Date:                            Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

    Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

  



 

 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SECOND AMENDMENT TO A  

RECREATIONAL LEASE AGREEMENT WITH COMMONWEALTH EDISON 

 

WHEREAS, in 2009, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) entered into a 
lease agreement with Commonwealth Edison Company (the “Owner”), pursuant to which the 
District leases from the Owner certain land (the “Original Property”) for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of a public multi-use trail by the District (the “Lease”); and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2015, the District and the Owner entered into an Amendment to the Lease 

expanding the property subject to the Lease and extending the Lease period until September 30, 

2035 (the "Amendment"); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Owner and the District have determined that, in order to avoid the need for 

compensatory storage and to reduce wetland impacts, a second amendment to the Lease  is 

necessary to provide for the installation of boardwalks as part of the multi-use trail (the “Second 

Amendment”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the District is authorized to lease real property from the Owner for public trail 

purposes pursuant to Section 6 of the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act, 70 ILCS 805/6; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the District to approve the Second Amendment; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County 

Forest Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT:  

 

Section 1. Recitals. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Resolution by this 

reference.  

 

Section 2. Approval of the Second Amendment. The Second Amendment is hereby approved in 

substantially the form attached hereto. The President, Secretary and Executive Director of the 

District are hereby authorized and directed to execute and attest to, on behalf of the District, the 

Second Amendment. 

 

  



Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

passage and approval in the manner provided by law. 

 

PASSED this       day of              , 2017 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this       day of            , 2017 

 

  

 

   

  Ann B. Maine, President 

 Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit #   






















