
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: August 1, 2016 

 

MEMO TO: Bonnie Thomson Carter, Chair 

 Planning and Restoration Committee 

 

 S. Michael Rummel, Chair 

 Finance and Administrative Committee 

 

FROM: Randall L. Seebach 

 Director of Planning and Land Preservation 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend approval of a Resolution approving an Agreement with the Big Sag 

Wetland Conservancy, Inc. for the purchase of wetland credits in the amount of $57,225.00 for the 

Everett Road Trail Connection at Captain Daniel Wright Woods Forest Preserve. 

 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:   Public Access and Connections; Leadership 

 

FINANCIAL DATA:   This project was approved as part of the adopted FY 2016/2017 Capital Improvement 

Plan in the amount of $1,500,000.00.  This portion of the project was estimated at $65,000.00.  The actual 

cost of $57,225.00 will be charged to account 35304100-803200-65101. 

 

BACKGROUND:   The proposed Everett Road Trail Connection is part of an overall effort to connect the 

Captain Daniel Wright Woods Forest Preserve to existing public trail networks that currently end at the 

Riverwoods Road roundabout.  The project includes approximately 0.83 mile of 10’-wide asphalt trail and 

two maintenance access gates. 

 

Construction of the trail will result in the unavoidable impact of 0.545 acre of wetland.  In order to satisfy 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ permit requirements, 0.545 acre of new wetland is required to be created 

or purchased through a wetland mitigation bank.  District staff has determined that the most efficient 

method of satisfying this requirement is to purchase 0.545 acre of wetland credits, thus avoiding future 

maintenance and monitoring costs and performance guarantees.  These certified wetland credits are in the 

Fox River Watershed and owned by the Big Sag Wetland Conservancy, Inc.  Currently there are no 

wetland credits available for purchase in the Des Plaines River Watershed. 

 

REVIEW BY OTHERS: Chief Operations Officer, Director of Finance, Corporate Counsel 

 

PRESENTER: Randall L. Seebach 



 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

 ) SS 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR AUGUST MEETING 

AUGUST 9, 2016 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your PLANNING AND RESTORATION COMMITTEE and FINANCE AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE present herewith, “A Resolution Approving an Agreement with 

the Big Sag Wetland Conservancy, Inc. for the purchase of wetland credits for the Everett Road Trail 

Connection,” and request its adoption. 

 

 

PLANNING AND RESTORATION COMMITTEE: 

 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:    Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes;   Nays:   

 

 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:    Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes;   Nays:   

 



 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH  

THE BIG SAG WETLAND CONSERVANCY, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

 WETLAND CREDITS FOR THE EVERETT ROAD TRAIL CONNECTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) owns property on which it desires 

to construct a new trail known as the Everett Road Trail Connection (the “Project”); and 

 

WHEREAS, construction of the Project will unavoidably impact 0.545 acre of wetland within the Des 

Plaines River Watershed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Regional Permit 3 Program (the “Permit 

Program”) requires that the District either create 0.545 acre of new wetland or purchase an equal amount 

of wetland credits through a wetland mitigation bank (the “Wetland Credits”); and 

 

WHEREAS, it is more efficient to purchase the Wetland Credits than it is to create 0.545 acre of new 

wetlands; and  

 

WHEREAS, currently there are no Wetland Credits available for purchase within the Des Plaines River 

Watershed and therefore District staff has negotiated an agreement with the Big Sag Wetland 

Conservancy, Inc. to purchase Wetland Credits in the Fox River watershed in the form attached hereto 

(the “Agreement”) and has recommended that the District enter into the Agreement with The Big Sag 

Conservancy, Inc.; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to enter into the Agreement with The Big Sag 

Conservancy, Inc. in substantially the form attached hereto, to purchase Wetland Credits; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County Forest 

Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 

 

Section 1.   Recitals.   The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Resolution by this 

reference. 

 

Section 2.   Approval of the Agreement.   The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form 

attached hereto.  The Executive Director of the District is hereby authorized and directed to execute the 

Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto. 

 

Section 3.   Effective Date.   This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval in the manner provided by law. 

 

PASSED this   day of  , 2016 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this   day of  , 2016 

  

   

ATTEST: Ann B. Maine, President 

 Lake County Forest Preserve District 

  

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 
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