
 

  

               

 

DATE: May 2, 2016  

 

MEMO TO: S. Michael Rummel, Chair  

  Finance and Administrative Committee  

 

FROM: John Tannahill  

 Director of Public Safety  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend Approval of a Resolution approving a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Interoperability Council of Lake County for Sharing Radio Frequencies 

During Emergency Situations.   

 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:  Leadership and Organizational Sustainability 

 

FINANCIAL DATA:  The sharing of radio frequencies will have no financial impact for the 

District.  

 

BACKGROUND:  The District cooperates with Lake County to provide emergency 

communications for the Ranger Police and Sheriff’s Department.  Lake County and the District are 

in the process of transferring from a proprietary radio system to the Starcom21 statewide 

interoperability radio system.  This system allows fire and police departments to communicate 

with each other through predesigned talk groups for emergency and critical incident purposes.  

 

The Interoperability Council of Lake County has been authorized by the Lake County Emergency 

Management Agency to coordinate use of the Starcom21 system by participating agencies in Lake 

County.  To use the Starcom21 system, the District must enter into a memorandum of 

understanding with the Interoperability Council of Lake County.  This memorandum of 

understanding establishes standards that each member of the Interoperability Council of Lake 

County must meet when sharing frequencies and operating radio equipment on other agencies’ 

frequencies during emergency situations. 

 

 

REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION:  Committee recommendation and Board approval are 

required in accordance with District policy. 

 

REVIEW BY OTHERS:   Chief Operations Officer, Finance Director, Public Safety Director, 

Corporate Counsel.  

 

PRESENTER:   John Tannahill  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS) 

                                ) SS  

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR MAY MEETING 

MAY 10, 2016 

 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE presents herewith  “A Resolution 

Approving a Memorandum of Understanding with the Interoperability Council of Lake County” 

and requests its adoption. 

 

 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: 

 

Date:                         Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

           Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

 LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH 

THE INTEROPERABILITY COUNCIL OF LAKE COUNTY  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) has purchased and will 

operate  radio communications equipment necessary for it, along with other police and fire 

agencies located within Lake County, to use the Illinois Starcom21 trunked radio system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Emergency Management Agency has authorized the 

Interoperability Council of Lake County  to coordinate the operation and use of the Starcom21 

system by participating police and fire agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District desires to use the Starcom21 system; and 

 

WHEREAS, to use the Starcom21 system, the District must enter into a memorandum of 

understanding with the Interoperability Council of Lake County; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 10 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution of 1970, units of 

local government may contract or otherwise associate among themselves in any manner not 

prohibited by law or ordinance; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq., any 

power, privilege, function, or authority exercised by a public agency may be exercised, combined, 

transferred, and enjoyed jointly with any other public agency to the extent not prohibited by law; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to enter into the memorandum of understanding 

with the Lake County Interoperability Council in substantially the form attached hereto (the 

“Memorandum of Understanding”); 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County 

Forest Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois, THAT: 

 

Section 1:  Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are incorporated as part of this Resolution by this 

reference. 

 

Section 2:  Approval Memorandum of Understanding.  The Memorandum of Understanding is 

hereby approved in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

Section 3:  Execution of Memorandum of Understanding.   The President and Secretary of the 

District are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Memorandum of Understanding in 

substantially the form attached hereto. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Section 4:   Effective Date.   This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

passage and approval in the manner provided by law. 

    

PASSED this ______day of __________, 2016. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this ____day of __________, 2016. 

 

                                                                             _________________________________                               

     Ann B. Maine, President 

      Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

                                                                    

__________________________________ 

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit No. __________ 
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