
DATE: June 1, 2026 

MEMO TO: Sara Knizhnik, Chair 

Operations Committee  

 Gina Roberts, Chair 

Finance Committee  

FROM: Daniel E. Stearns 

Director of Facilities 

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of a Resolution approving a Branding Agreement 

with Tighthead Brewing Company to Produce, Release, and Distribute Trailhead India Pale Ale. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED: Public Access and Connections; Organizational 

Sustainability.  

FINANCIAL DATA: Under the terms of the agreement, Tighthead Brewing Company (TBC) will 

be solely responsible for production, canning, marketing, and distribution of a collaborative beer 

that will include District branding. The beer will be available at the Beer Garden at Independence 

Grove (BGIG) and will be sold to the District by TBC at agreed upon wholesale rates. TBC may 

also sell the beer at its own premises and/or through other retail outlets as it determines, and such  

sales will be subject to profit sharing at a rate of 90% to TBC and 10% to the Preservation Foundation 

of the Lake County Forest Preserves (the “Foundation”). Proceeds will be paid to the Foundation on 

a quarterly basis. 

BACKGROUND: In the spring of 2026, TBC approached the District with an interest in producing 

a collaborative beer that would be sold by TBC to the general public and sold by the District at the 

BGIG. Staff met with members of the TBC team to establish a branding concept, flavor profile, and 

distribution plan. District staff and TBC reached consensus on an India Pale Ale that would be 

marketed as “Trailhead India Pale Ale”.  The beer would be sold in kegs and in cans, using the label 

attached to this memorandum. TBC expressed an interest in supporting the District’s mission and 

has agreed to donate a portion of the profits from beer sales to the Foundation.  

 

In late May 2026, an agreement was negotiated and drafted by District staff, Corporate Counsel, and 

Intellectual Property Counsel, and executed by the District’s Executive Director (the “Agreement”), 

and production began, so that TBC could distribute the beer during or shortly after Memorial Day 

Weekend.   

 

Staff recommends Board ratification and approval of the Agreement which, upon approval by the 

Board, would be effective as of the date it was signed by Tighthead.  
 

REVIEW BY OTHERS: Chief Operations Officer, Director of Finance, Manager of Board 

Operations, Corporate Counsel.   





 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

 ) SS 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR JUNE MEETING 

JUNE 10, 2026 

 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your OPERATIONS COMMITTEE and FINANCE COMMITTEE present herewith “A 

Resolution Approving a Branding Agreement with Tighthead Brewing Company to Produce, 

Release, and Distribute Trailhead India Pale Ale," and requests its approval. 

 

 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: 

 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:   

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:   

 

 



 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A BRANDING AGREEMENT WITH  

TIGHTHEAD BREWING COMPANY  

TO PRODUCE, RELEASE, AND DISTRIBUTE TRAILHEAD INDIA PALE ALE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the "District") owns property commonly known as 

Independence Grove Forest Preserve, at which the District operates the Beer Garden at Independence Grove 

(the “BGIG”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the District desires to enter into an agreement with Tighthead Brewing Company (“TBC”), 

under which TBC would produce Trailhead India Pale Ale beer (the “Product”) for sale at the BGIG and for 

distribution to enhance District branding and to raise funds for the Preservation Foundation of the Lake 

County Forest Preserves; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to ratify and approve an agreement with TBC, in 

substantially the form attached hereto, (the “Agreement”) related to production, release, branding, 

distribution, and profit-sharing for the Product; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County Forest 

Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 

 

Section 1: Recitals. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Resolution by this reference. 

 

Section 2: Approval of Agreement. The Agreement is hereby ratified and approved, effective as of the date 

the Agreement is signed by TBC, in substantially the form attached hereto. The President, Secretary, and 

Executive Director of the District (and the Executive Director's designees) are hereby authorized and directed 

to execute and attest to, on behalf of the District. Additionally, the Agreement and all prior actions of the 

Executive Director of the District (and the Executive Director's designees) taken in furtherance of the 

Agreement as approved by this Resolution are hereby ratified and approved. 

 

Section 3: Effective Date. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

approval in the manner provided by law. 

 

PASSED this   day of  , 2026 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this   day of  , 2026 

 

   

 Jessica Vealitzek, President 

 Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

ATTEST: 

 

  

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit No. ________ 








