
DATE: March 5, 2026 

 

MEMO TO: Sara Knizhnik, Chair 

Operations Committee 

FROM: Pati Vitt 

 Director of Natural Resources  

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend Approval of an Ordinance approving a Farm License 

Agreement with Kevek Farms at Mshkodé Forest Preserve for a term of April 1, 2026 through 

December 31, 2029. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:  Conservation; Organizational Sustainability 

FINANCIAL DATA:  Awarding the license at Mshkodé Forest Preserve will generate $14,083.50 

annually and will be credited to the Farmland Management Fund (28642500-403000).  Revenue 

generated from this land in 2025 was $0.00.   

BACKGROUND:  The District’s Farm Management Program is conducted with farmers to provide 

cost-effective, interim land use and management until the District is ready to convert farmland to 

other forest preserve purposes.   

This property was acquired by the District in 2025 subject to a farm lease with Kevek Farms that 

will expire on March 31, 2026. The site was planted with approximately 94 acres of corn in 2025. 

Due to the term of the existing lease and the unknown history of past operations on the site, there 

was not sufficient time to contract and complete soil testing needed to include the site in the District’s 

annual public bid process for the Farm Management Program.  It is in the best interests of the District 

to maintain the current agricultural use of the site to provide for interim land management, and to 

retain the current farmer, Kevek Farms, for the 2026-2029 growing seasons. 

District staff has negotiated a proposed license agreement for four farming seasons, with a term of 

April 1, 2026 through December 31 2029, and Kevek Farms has signed the proposed license 

agreement. After 2029, the site would be included in the District’s annual public bid process for farm 

licenses if it continues to be suitable for inclusion in the Farm Management Program.  

REVIEW BY OTHERS:  Chief Operations Officer, Deputy Director of Finance, Manager of  

Board Operations, and Corporate Counsel 

 

 



 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

 ) SS 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR MARCH MEETING 

MARCH 11, 2026 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your OPERATIONS COMMITTEE presents herewith “An Ordinance approving a Farm 

License Agreement with Kevek Farms at Mshkodé Forest Preserve,” and requests its approval. 

 

 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: 

 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:    Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes;   Nays:   

 

 



 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A FARM LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH  

KEVEK FARMS AT MSHKODÉ FOREST PRESERVE  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) desires to enter into a farm license 

agreement (the “Agreement”) with Kevek Farms (the “Licensee”) for the sole purpose of farming 

pursuant to the District’s Farm Management Program on 93.89 acres of land (the “Licensed Area”) at 

Mshkodé Forest Preserve; and 

WHEREAS, the term of the Agreement will commence on April 1, 2026 and expire on December 31, 

2029; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined that it is impracticable to award a license for 

the Licensed Area through the District’s annual public bidding process because the subject property was 

recently acquired by the District subject to a farm lease, and the acquisition and expiring lease term did 

not align with the District’s annual bidding timeline; and 

WHEREAS, the Licensee has farmed the Licensed Area for the past several years; and 

WHEREAS, the Agreement with Licensee will facilitate ongoing management of the Licensed Area, 

and farming will be used as an interim land management tool to suppress invasive species from 

colonizing the tillable areas; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7b of the Downstate Forest Preserve Act, 70 ILCS 805/7b, the District 

is authorized to issue licenses for any activity reasonably connected with the purposes for which the 

District was created; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the District to waive strict conformity with Section II.B of the 

District’s Farm Management Program Policy (the “Policy”) regarding public bid processes and approve 

the Agreement with Licensee in substantially the form attached hereto; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County Forest 

Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 

Section 1.   Recitals.   The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Ordinance by this 

reference. 

Section 2.   Approval of License Agreement.   The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the 

form attached hereto.   

Section 3:   Execution of License Agreement.  The President and Secretary of the District are hereby 

authorized and directed to execute and attest to the Agreement on behalf of the District in substantially 

the form attached hereto. 

Section 4:  Waiver of Section II.B of the Policy.  The Board of Commissioners hereby waives strict 

conformity with the public bidding requirements under Section II.B of the Policy to the extent such 

requirements are inconsistent with approval of the Agreement set forth in this Ordinance. 



 

 

Section 5.   Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval in the manner provided by law. 

 

 

PASSED this   day of  , 2026 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this   day of  , 2026 

 

 

 

   

 Jessica Vealitzek, President 

 Lake County Forest Preserve District 

ATTEST: 

 

  

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit No. ________ 






















