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In 2019, the Lake County Forest Preserves
introduced a refined logo and visual identity.
The familiar leaf shape remains, but we
incorporated new color to capture the
essence of the forest preserves: WATER, SOIL,
FOLIAGE, and NEW GROWTH.

This report illustrates how your gift to

the Preservation Foundation last year went
to the heart of the Forest Preserves mission,
helping steward and sustain the diverse
natural ecosystems on which all life in

Lake County depends.




34% OF FOREST
PRESERVE LAND IS IN
FLOODPLAIN

One acre
of restored
wetland can
hold 330,000
gallons of
stormwater—
reducing
downstream
flooding.

IN 2019, ALAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND GRANT ALLOWED US TO ACQUIRE A
99-ACRE ADDITION TO RAY LAKE FOREST
PRESERVE IN WAUCONDA. THE PROPERTY
WAS ATOP PRIORITY FOR MORE THAN TWO
DECADES. PRESERVATION OF THIS PARCEL
AT THE HEADWATERS OF SQUAW CREEK IS
ESSENTIAL TO THE FOREST PRESERVES
LONG-TERM PLANS TO HELP RESTORE THIS
HIGHLY IMPAIRED WATERSHED.



ILLINOIS
HAS ABOUT
1,500 DIFFERENT
TYPES OF




AT OUR GREEN YOUTH
FARM, LOCATED WITHIN
GREENBELT FOREST
PRESERVE IN NORTH
CHICAGO, THE SOIL
YIELDS FRESH, HEALTHY
PRODUCE. LOCAL TEENS
GAIN JOB SKILLS, LEARN
ABOUT NUTRITION,
EXPERIENCE PERSONAL
AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT, AND
SPEND TIME WITH ADULT
MENTORS IN THIS
PROGRAM THAT IS
ENTIRELY SUPPORTED
BY CHARITABLE
DONATIONS.

IN 2019, THE
PRESERVATION
FOUNDATION HOSTED
A HARVEST DINNER TO
RAISE FUNDS AND DRAW
NEW SUPPORTERS TO
THE GREEN YOUTH FARM.
ULTIMATELY, THE
INAUGURAL EVENT
SECURED MORE THAN
$50,000 FOR THIS
PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE CHICAGO BOTANIC
GARDEN.

FOLIAGE



Although lllinois is known as the Prairie State,
oak-hickory woodlands were historically
prominent in our region. For most of the past
5,000 years, oaks towered over Lake County,
literally and figuratively. As a keystone species,
oaks provide food and support for thousands
of native birds, wildlife and insects.

Unfortunately, oaks are nowhere near as prolific
in Lake County today. European buckthorn is
our most common plant. By any measure, it is
our most insidious invasive species, decimating
our native woodlands, wetlands, and prairies

to create a monoculture.

The Forest Preserves restoration mission is an
essential struggle to support native plants to
reclaim our landscape from non-native, often
invasive, plants that would change the nature
of our diverse habitats.

A species on which

SPECIES OF BIRD, ANIMAL, other species in an ecosystem
largely depend, such that,

if it were removed, the ecosystem
would change drastically.

'-T:f: 2, 300+

AND INSECT DEPEND ON

THE OAK IN OUR CENTRAL
HARDWOOD FORESTS ACROSS
LAKE COUNTY

IN 2019, WE RECEIVED A $500,000
DONATION TO CONTINUE HABITAT RESTO-

RATION ACROSS HUNDREDS OF ACRES AT
GRANT WOODS FOREST PRESERVE IN
INGLESIDE. THOUGH IT MAY SEEM COUNTER-
INTUITIVE, ONE STRATEGY IS TO REMOVE

1 NATIVE TREES, SUCH AS MAPLES AND EVEN
| YOUNG OAKS, TO OPEN UP THE CANOPY.

DOING SO BRINGS LIGHT TO EMERGENT OAK
SAPLINGS TO DIVERSIFY THE TREE MATRIX

% BY AGE. A RANGE OF YOUNG, MIDDLE-AGED,

AND MATURE OAKS INCREASES RESILIENCE
AGAINST ECOLOGICAL THREATS SUCH AS
CLIMATE CHANGE.




a-Turtle program supporters
together contributed more
n $18,000 last year to make
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physical, mental, and emotional health

natural capital

react

AS PART OF THE CELEBRATION OF SOULS EXHIBITION AT THE DUNN MUSEUM,

AN ANNUAL FUND GRANT ALLOWED STAFF AND STUDENTS AT COLLEGE OF LAKE COUNTY
TO USE THIS DIA DE LOS MUERTOS EXHIBITION TO BUILD THE MUSEUM’S RELATIONSHIP
WITH LAKE COUNTY’S DIVERSE LATINX COMMUNITIES.

Thank you

" IN 2019, ACOMMUNITY

3 . 1 STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE
GRANT FROM ILLINOIS CLEAN

ENERGY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
PROVIDED $3 FOR EVERY NEW DOLLAR
RAISED TO CONTINUE HABITAT RESTORATION
AT GREENBELT FOREST PRESERVE. ANOTHER
$4,000 WILL BE PROVIDED WHEN WE REACH
OUR GOAL OF 400 HOURS OF VOLUNTEER
SERVICE FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS.




2019 DONATIONS
$2,147,604

16

2019 ANNUAL FUND GRANTS
$132,319

@ LEADERSHIP AND
SUSTAINABILITY, $58,189
$34,800 - a three-year grant to fund the
Annual Volunteer Recognition event;

$23,389 to update the Forest Preserves
Strategic Plan

@ NATURAL RESOURCES, $42,105

$26,316 to restore native habitats and
increase volunteer engagement at Greenbelt
Forest Preserve;

$15,789 for a pilot project to reintroduce
critically rare plants into the forest preserves

@ NATURAL RESOURCES, $822,472
® ENDOWMENT, $566,445

@ PLANNING AND LAND
PRESERVATION, $393,671

® EDUCATION, $119,631

@ ANNUAL FUND, $111,648

@ FUNDRAISING EVENTS, $73,525
PUBLIC ACCESS, $35,317

@ IN-KIND SUPPORT, $24,895

© BESS BOWER DUNN MUSEUM, $24,026

$15,789 to sponsor the Marvelocity: the Art
of Alex Ross exhibition;

$3,158 to support public programming during
the Reima Ratti exhibition;

$5,079 to engage Lake County’s Latinx
communities in the Celebration of Souls
exhibition

EDUCATION, $7,999

$5,789 to continue support for Conservation
Explorers in 2020;

$2,210 to initiate a Teacher Ambassador
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Preservation Foundation
of the Lake County Forest Preserves

1899 WEST WINCHESTER ROAD
LIBERTYVILLE, ILLINOIS 60048

DONATE@LCFPD.ORG
847-968-3110
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