Lake County Forest Preserves
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Humane removal

Deer s remcsetd from several Preserves
prreher ok conditons by see-gqualifed
sharpshooters. Wiork ocours when Preserves an
chwesl, andd all venison & domated o Lake
Conmy chianibes. This is the best option moe
availablie and is used By apencies nomomyide

Dy mimibsers e estmeted each winter
with helivopier survey s, Our gosil 15 15 des
per sopere ke, based oo published research
recomercknons, At thac evel, we fove a beter
chanee of sustaining Tabizi for olber speces,

Irs hopedd that contraceptives will one day
offer an effective form of populaton control, so

we're stving sheist of escarch in that feld

They're all connected

[heer management is just one pat of our
Ml Besounee Manggement Progrim. We use
seversl other saife and fickd-proven tedhnigues 1o
help restore bakance in vour Porest Preserves

[eer removal is not plestsant, but vou cant
i preferenoe 10 one mitive speces at the ex
perse of all others, If millum, ot liby and
aher planits disappear trom our Preserves, the
amimads redying on them conihd also disappear.

Mot affected sbes ane in the Hlinois Nanne
Preserves System, a colleoson of the stee's high
est cperality matural aress. Preserving this natural
legncy = wonth the effor, And evidence shows
this maticrally recopnized progrm 5 working
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Too many deer

Diser are mn impoetant e of Like
Crwanty's ratural areas. Like other mikve SIS,
they ane bemtiful and Tave o place in the ecosys
teprn Tt i some of oir hishest gualiy Pre
sirves, their mumbers are 50 by that hahitats an
becamang unbalanoed. These I.'.I_L,.l.' |'l|.|.'.' Ealers
e constming @ ereal oumber of planis. Leh

unchecked this ook feacd o the kss of nalve

ailarts anel animals, incuding endangened specics

Choee o our kesy podes B 10 presenve a
dliversity of habitats for funare genemtions. To
maintain i alonce erween deer and other
secies, our pokicy is 10 reduce deer numbers i

thie miosl lumane and effectine way sl
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How did this happen?

Dxger hahitat nproved grestiy @5 this
region grichaaly become seed, The bindscape
fivey offeed o ':|5-:|‘: o] and cower for deer o
hrive, Coupled with the oss of predatos, decr
numbers surmetd

O winiens ame ol severs encough
edluce herds. Undomumatety, automohiles are the
cinly significant "precdaior of dedr m Lk

County, Some peopke compounid the problem by

feeding deer, which moy encoumpe the popuki
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ot lermunke dheer st 1o fuve young when

thesy' e just oo vears ald. And boe about 2 dogen

vesars, they canceasily hove bvins eack year

How do you know their impact?

Cher wilcllife bickogiss have put up "deer
evrboestmes' ol s=veral Preserves, Diser can’t per
in these fenced-cef ares ot souimels, wond
chiucks and other plint eates can In neart,
conbred ancas, oot ae alkred. We Cin mesesene
and comprane the pkants m ot ansis o asses
cleer's gt on the il

Dratzi collected s 1088 showe thist deer dis
[ose A st b the mamiber and vty of plarts
Alss, those Brvored By deer ame less vigormus and
prcchooe fesver flowers outack: the exclosurnes, To
e an enciosume, Vsl Bversom Weoods neis
Deetield. Plan vour visi for speing. when olifter-
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