
Daily
22%

Weekly
30%Monthly

17%

A few times a year
28%

First time
3%

How often on average do you visit this preserve? 
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What site amenities do you use?
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Des Plaines River Trail Trails by Sterling Lake Trails by Shelters Grass Trail None All

Which trails do you use most?



Walking/Hiking
45%

Jogging/Running
16%

Biking
24%

Horseback Riding
4%

Walking Pets
12%

What is your primary mode of trail travel? 



Shelter A
23%

Shelter B
2%

Shelter C
0%

Shelter D
3%

Trail
3%

Picnic
1%

Sterling Lake Boat Launch
41%

Sterling Lake North Picnic
6%

Russell Road
13%

None
8%

At which of the following locations do you usually park?



11:00 AM 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 12:00 PM 6:30 AM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 5:00 PM 6:00 PM
Shelter A 5 3 5 5 3 7 0 0 6 9 11 *
Shelter B 13 11 13 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 1 *
Shelter C 2 3 2 39 42 44 0 0 0 0 0 *
Shelter D 2 1 5 1 0 4 1 0 0 1 0
Trails 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 1
Picnic Area 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
Boat Launch 6 5 4 7 14 N/A 3 3 5 7 8
Trailer Parking 1 1 0 3 N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 1
North Picnic 1 1 2 4 9 4 0 2 0 2 3
Russell Road 1 3 N/A 8 2 4 0 0 0 3 0
Horse Trailers 0 2 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 32 30 33 68 76 70 4 6 11 24 25

*Note:  Shelter A had a rental on 6/11/2010, Shelter B was rented on 6/1/2010, Shelter C had an event on 6/5/2010. Recorded usage on those dates is 
indicative of Rental Usage.

Location
6/11/20106/1/2010 6/5/2010 6/9/2010



Yes
8%

No
92%

Have you ever had difficulty returning to the correct parking lot once 
you are on the trail?



Yes
30%

No
70%

Are there any locations in the preserve where you feel there is not 
enough directional information?
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If yes, Where? (Please mark all that apply)



Yes
20%

No
80%

Have you ever gotten lost or become confused at this preserve?



Yes
33%

No
67%

Have you ever gotten lost or become confused at this preserve?

Shelter Trails Only

If yes please specify 
where. 
•Locating the DPRT 
from the shelter trails .
•Didn't know where to 
go. 
•The first time or two 
the trails were 
confusing
•One time by D  The 
trail is on the sign but 
stops in the grass.  Was 
confusing 
•Maybe by the picnic 
area
•No signage along the 
Railroad



Yes
25%

No
75%

Is there anything that prevents you from using the trails at Van Patten 
Woods?
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Safety Concerns Flooding Horses Bugs Weather Lack of Interest *Other

What prevents trails use?

*Other includes hours of operation,  trail condition, and lack of knowledge.



31%

15%

3%4%

18%

9%

10%

3%

7%

Open Comment Categories

Complimentary of the District

Maintenance Concerns

Dogs Off Leash

What Happened to the bait shop?

Add Site facilities

Signage Concerns

Show Mileage on signs

Don't really need the signs b/c we do the same route

Miscellaneous
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